Science Fiction Book on E.T.
Considerations for David Madison and Marie Devine on Sunday, October 16, 2005
1. Name of main character

2. Name of Earth contact character

3. Gender of E.T.

4. How does E.T. Reproduce?

5. Do members of E.T.’s race emotionally bond with others?
6. Does E.T. have a concept of love?  This could enrich the story by having E.T. assert that his concise four-word definition covers all of what humanity associates with love.  You would then have a conflict in which a human antagonist disagrees, and E.T. has to support his contention.
7. Does E.T. have a concept of romance?  You cannot have a good story without it.

8. Will E.T. become enamored of any one human being, and if so, what should their relationship be like?

9. Will we convert E.T. to human form to facilitate such a relationship, and if so, how do we not outrage our readers willing suspension of disbelief?

10. Age of E.T.

11. Does E.T. develop his ideas quickly, or do they only come after lots of thought and consideration? 

12. How is E.T.’s concept of death different from ours?

13. Age of E.T.’s race

14. What sort of world does E.T. come from?  I envision one in which entities live extraordinarily long lives.  The star their world circles would be less massive than our own to enable it a longer existence, and that means they would have less heat, redder light, and smaller extremes of climate.

15. Would E.T. come from a predation-free environment, maybe leading to both confusion about Earth and a ghoulish fascination with it.

16. Age of the universe when E.T. left home
17. Is E.T. able to, and want to, return home?

18. E.T.’s opinion as to prevalence of life in the universe.

19. Does E.T. believe that life has purpose?

20. Does E.T. believe that pleasure is an integral part in the purpose in life (this is a weak plug for Epicurus the Greek).

21. Does E.T. believe that knowledge has value in itself, or does he think that it only gains importance when it can solve practical problems?

22. What is E.T.’s native communication mode?
23. Does E.T. know that sound can be a communication mode?

24. Can E.T. appreciate music?

25. Will E.T. like human sports, vacation concepts, and luxuries such as automobiles?

26. What is E.T.’s size?

27. Is E.T. humanoid (bilateral, upright, head with sensors and brain, etc.)?

28. Does E.T. understand the concept of having pets?

29. How do cats and dogs react to E.T., and he to them?

30. What is the target group and age of our readers?

31. What means of travel does E.T. use?  Will we incorporate gravity drive to get around the problem of transversing enormous distances?
32. If E.T. does use gravity for propulsion, then as with time travel, we need a brief explanation of how that works.
33. Would E.T. have innovative approaches to handling causality problems?
34. Will we get into time travel as a means of explaining E.T.’s trip to Earth?

35. We could use artificial gravity to counter movement into the future because of near light-speed travel, thereby controlling time travel.  This would need both careful theoretical development and a brief presentation so we do not lose the readers in technicalities.  While I am not afraid to drag any area of science into the deep end of the theoretical pool, we need to remember who are readers are.

36. Are we going to allow easy time travel within our story?  While this could be interesting, it could be difficult to handle well.

37. As with time travel, are we going to allow easy access to technology that is well beyond anything earthlings currently have?

38. What knowledge does E.T. know exists, but has never himself learned?

39. Will E.T.’s home world be older than the universe?  We could work this into a mechanism for explaining his isolation from home.

40. Does E.T.’s home world currently exist?  If not, has it already passed into history or has it not yet come into existence?
41. Will we use this book to either explore social issues or moralize on them?

42. How will E.T. react to social problems on Earth?
43. Will E.T. find warfare natural, or will he have strong reservations about our engaging in it?
44. Does E.T. have strong conflicts in his home world?
45. Is E.T. a good person or a bad person in the eyes of his fellow aliens?

46. What does E.T. want with earthlings?

47. What does E.T. expect from his interactions with earthlings?

48. What does E.T. need from people?

49. What does E.T. consider valuable?

50. What technology is E.T. willing to give to earthlings?
51. What technology does E.T. not want earthlings to have?

52. What quirks does E.T. have?

53. What really bothers E.T.?

54. What does E.T. find satisfying?

55. Does E.T. perceive a responsibility to help others?  If so, does he accept that in his dealings with people?

56. Does E.T. expect people to help others?

57. Does E.T. have a concept of God?

58. If E.T. accepts the existence of God, then what qualities does he assign Him?

59. How does E.T. react to questions such as, “Why are we here?”

60. Is E.T. a gambler, a trader, a soldier, a philosopher, a politician, a scientist, or something else?
61. Does E.T. study Epistemology, philosophical problems addressing the theory of knowledge (definitions or criteria, source, kinds, and degree of certainty)?
62. Does E.T. have a concept of beauty?

63. Would E.T. find documents such as the Declaration of Independence dramatic?

64. What Earth community does E.T. first contact?

65. In what period does E.T. arrive on Earth?
66. How important is wealth to E.T.?

67. How does E.T. see good and evil?

68. How does E.T. resolve conflicts such as the injunction to “Do no harm” with the need to end suffering?

69. How does E.T. resolve conflicts in perception of truth as espoused by human religion and science?

70. Is E.T. an inherently organized entity?  If could provide humorous diversion if he were not consistent here.

71. Will E.T. offer an alternative viewpoint to any of our current models of reality?  This might be beyond material for an entertaining book.  At the same time, it could garner emotional support from people who are suspicious that scientists have just plain gotten too big for their own britches.
72. Even if E.T. accepts the existence of God, will he also accept the validity of religion as espoused by major systems?

73. Does E.T. accept the possibility of a soul?

74. Will E.T. take up writing or other human pursuits?

75. Will E.T. become wealthy, by either design or simple application of knowledge?
76. Will E.T. become politically active?  For instance, would he seek to alter the balance of world power, either overtly or covertly?
77. Could E.T. offer insight into God’s role in human conflict?

78. Would E.T. weaken one group and strengthen another?

79. Will E.T. change how average people live?  For instance, easy and inexpensive access to unlimited pure water would drastically alter the lives of billions of people.

80. Does E.T. understand the concept of rulers, and if so, what responsibilities does he believe they have?

You know Marie, I really did not intend for this paper to become an exploration of philosophy, but it sure looks like it could go that way.  We need to be careful about incorporating too many of these ideas into the book, or the purpose might wander away from people and science fiction.

Oh, while you are at it, could you translate that top line in Latin on your website?  It looks somewhat familiar, but yet it is oddly different.

Thanks,

David

